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SEVENTEENTH CENTURY was a time of greatness
JLfor France. Louis XIII and Louis XIV had
brought glory to it. The literature of the age, in its
richness and perfection, was universal in its scope; a
flourishing art revealed itself in countless masterpieces;
and in manners the prestige of the honnete homme was
high. The people of France had been able to inspire in
all the nations of Europe a respect not untinged with
envy. Interested as iyth century France was in the
things of this earth and ardent as it was in the pursuit
of profane beauty, it did not ignore the spiritual pre-
occupations which from time to time set man face to
face with the problem of his destiny. As the brilliant
author of La France de Louis -X7F1 has said, "To fail to
recognize the important position occupied by religious
life is to fail to appreciate the very spirit of this age."

The names which lent lustre to the service of the
state, like those which adorned arts and letters, have
not obliterated the names of Bossuet and Pascal; the
fashionable lords of the courts of Versailles and the
libertines who inspired the impertinences of the Re-
gency period have not obscured the activities of St.
Vincent de Paul, St. Marguerite Marie and other
mystics of a kind rarely to be found in such a period.
This chapter of the history of religious sentiment in
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